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Ambiguous rules encourage self-censorship
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Ambiguous rules encourage self-censorship



Dilemma: Publish partially or nothing? 
Author’s own review of translated work

Source: https://www.amazon.com/中国文学 -牛津通识读本-桑禀华/dp/7544761347 
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How to Combat this censorship?

Gao Xingjian
Tiananmen

河南血祸

文化大革命
Mao Zedong

Gao Xingjian
Tiananmen

河南血祸

文化大革命
Mao Zedong



Combatting censorship
with the Streisand effect

○ Provoke curiosity in what is censored

Ref: Streisand Effect:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streisand_effect



Combatting censorship
with the Streisand effect

○ Provoke curiosity in what is censored
○ Highlight censored text and make it easy to access

Ref: Streisand Effect:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streisand_effect



Combatting censorship
with the Streisand effect

○ Provoke curiosity in what is censored
○ Highlight censored text and make it easy to access
○ Why don’t authors or publishers do this?

■ Fear of punishment or further censorship

■ We avoid this by being an independent third-party

Ref: Streisand Effect:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streisand_effect



How to find the missing parts?

20世纪80年代中期，政府大幅削减了给出版社的拨
款，于是许多出版社都转向了大众文学，包括以 “流氓”自命
的王朔（1958-）的痞子小说和棉棉（1970-）、卫慧（1973-）等
“美女作家”的“身体写作”。在王朔的《玩儿的就是心跳》
（1989）和卫慧的《上海宝贝》（1999）之间的十年，一些小说
也探讨了性方面的反常行为。

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in 
the mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, 
including gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” 
Wang Shuo (1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” 
such as Mian Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). In the decade 
between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) and Wei Hui’s 
Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China (but published 
in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  explored  political 
and  sexual deviance.  Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal 
(originally titled The Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in 
the shadow of the 1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the 
moral implications of membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ 
Club” as the protagonist uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple 
partners at a final party) to further her quest for selfhood. 

Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1



How to find the missing parts?

Tokenize the matched paragraph into several English and Chinese sentences

20世纪80年代中期，政府大幅削减了给出版社的拨款，于
是许多出版社都转向了大众文学，包括以 “流氓”自命的王朔
（1958-）的痞子小说和棉棉（1970-）、卫慧（1973-）等“美女
作家”的“身体写作”。

在王朔的《玩儿的就是心跳》（ 1989）和卫慧的《上海宝贝》
（1999）之间的十年，一些小说也探讨了性方面的反常行
为。

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 

Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1



How to find the missing parts?

Translate the Chinese text into English using Google Translate API

In the mid-1980s, the government sharply cut funding for 
publishing houses, and many publishing houses turned to 
popular literature, including the ruffian novels of Wang 
Shuo (1958-) and Mian Mian (1970-), Wei Wei "Body 
writing" of "beauty writers" such as Hui (1973-). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo's "Playing with 
Heartbeat" (1989) and Wei Hui's "Shanghai Baby" 
(1999), several novels also explored sexual perversion.

Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



How to find the missing parts?

Calculate the similarity scores for all edges in the bipartite

In the mid-1980s, the government sharply cut funding for 
publishing houses, and many publishing houses turned 
to popular literature, including the ruffian novels of Wang 
Shuo (1958-) and Mian Mian (1970-), Wei Wei "Body 
writing" of "beauty writers" such as Hui (1973-). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo's "Playing with 
Heartbeat" (1989) and Wei Hui's "Shanghai Baby" 
(1999), several novels also explored sexual perversion.
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Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



How to find the missing parts?

Find the edges that maximize the weight of the bipartite.

In the mid-1980s, the government sharply cut funding for 
publishing houses, and many publishing houses turned 
to popular literature, including the ruffian novels of Wang 
Shuo (1958-) and Mian Mian (1970-), Wei Wei "Body 
writing" of "beauty writers" such as Hui (1973-). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo's "Playing with 
Heartbeat" (1989) and Wei Hui's "Shanghai Baby" 
(1999), several novels also explored sexual perversion.
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Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



How to find the missing parts?

Find the edges that maximize the weight of the bipartite.

In the mid-1980s, the government sharply cut funding for 
publishing houses, and many publishing houses turned 
to popular literature, including the ruffian novels of Wang 
Shuo (1958-) and Mian Mian (1970-), Wei Wei "Body 
writing" of "beauty writers" such as Hui (1973-). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo's "Playing with 
Heartbeat" (1989) and Wei Hui's "Shanghai Baby" 
(1999), several novels also explored sexual perversion.
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Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



How to find the missing parts?

Highlight the missing parts.

In the mid-1980s, the government sharply cut funding for 
publishing houses, and many publishing houses turned 
to popular literature, including the ruffian novels of Wang 
Shuo (1958-) and Mian Mian (1970-), Wei Wei "Body 
writing" of "beauty writers" such as Hui (1973-). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo's "Playing with 
Heartbeat" (1989) and Wei Hui's "Shanghai Baby" 
(1999), several novels also explored sexual perversion.
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Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



How to find the missing parts?

Translate the missing parts back to Chinese and highlight them.

20世纪80年代中期，政府大幅削减了给出版社的拨款，于
是许多出版社都转向了大众文学，包括以 “流氓”自命的王
朔（1958-）的痞子小说和棉棉（1970-）、卫慧（1973-）等“美
女作家”的“身体写作”。

在王朔的《玩儿的就是心跳》（ 1989）和卫慧的《上海宝贝》
（1999）之间的十年，一些在中国被禁（但在台湾出版并在
地下传播）的小说也探讨了政治和性方面的反常行为。

洪英（1962-）的背叛之夏（原名《赤裸舞者的一代》， 1992）
以 1989 年六四事件为背景，直面主人公加入 “堕落幸存
者俱乐部”的道德含义 她的性取向（例如，在最后一个派
对上带多个伴侣）以进一步追求她的自我。  

Ref: Section 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=1

After the government slashed subsidies for publishers in the 
mid-1980s, many presses turned to popular literature, including 
gangster fiction by the self-proclaimed “hooligan” Wang Shuo 
(1958–) and “body writing” by “glamour girl writers” such as Mian 
Mian (1970-) and Wei Hui (1973–). 

In the decade between Wang Shuo’s Playing for Thrills (1989) 
and Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999), novels  banned in China 
(but published in Taiwan and circulated underground) also  
explored  political and  sexual deviance.  

Hong Ying’s (1962–) Summer of Betrayal (originally titled The 
Generation of Naked Dancers , 1992), set in the shadow of the 
1989 June Fourth incident, confronts the moral implications of 
membership in the “Degraded Survivors’ Club” as the protagonist 
uses her sexuality (e.g., taking multiple partners at a final party) 
to further her quest for selfhood. 



Demonstration website

https://gfw.report/projects/translation-censorship/ 



Demonstration website

Ref: https://gfw.report/projects/translation-censorship/#0004



Click to show missing parts.

Ref: https://gfw.report/projects/translation-censorship/#0004



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Gao Xingjian: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gao_Xingjian



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Plasma Economy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plasma_Economy 



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Mao Zedong: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mao_Zedong 



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Great Leap Forward: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Leap_Forward 



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Cultural Revolution:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_Revolution 



Censored topics and the count of 
censorship actions
tions

Ref: Table 2 https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=2
Ref: Tiananmen Square Massacre: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1989_Tiananmen_Square_protests_and_massacre 



Alternative approaches: ChatGPT

Ref: Appendix C https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=5



Ref: Appendix C https://gfw.report/publications/foci23/where.pdf#page=5



Future Work
● Analyze more books and present the missing parts.

https://gfw.report/projects/translation-censorship/ 


